Complete heart block in the 18p--syndrome. Congenital calcification of the atrioventricular node.
Complete heart block exists when the atria and ventricles beat completely independently of each other. It is heterogeneous with respect to pathogenesis. Occasionally, complete heart block may be symptomatic in infancy. Rarely, it is associated with genetic syndromes. Cardiac abnormalities are unusual in the 18p-syndrome. We describe a female stillborn infant who had 18p-syndrome with hydrops fetalis and complete heart block secondary to atrioventricular node calcification.